-
i

PuBLic HousING
A UTHOI RITY

Minneapolis
City of Lakes

NEWS RELEASE For more information, contact: Bob Boyd, MPHA Director of Policy &
Special Initiatives: 612-342-1437

September 29, 2009
Jeremy Hanson, Office of Mayor R.T. Rybak: 612-673-2785

Minneapolis Public Housing to Get $31.8 Million in U.S. Recovery Act Funds for Three Projects

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Capital Fund Recovery Competition to Fund
Innovative Senior Center and “Green” Housing

MINNEAPOLIS, MN — Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak and Minneapolis Public Housing Authority (MPHA)
Executive Director Cora McCorvey will announce tomorrow that MPHA will be receiving $31.8 million in

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds for three innovative housing initiatives in
Minneapolis.

Details of the funding and the projects will be released at a news conference on Wednesday,
September 30, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. at MPHA'’s Heritage Commons at Pond’s Edge development, 350 Van
White Memorial Boulevard in Minneapolis.

The $31.8M in funds, received through a national competitive process, will be used for the following
three initiatives:

1. Design and build a new state of the art Senior Center in Heritage Park in North Minneapolis. MPHA

is partnering with Northpoint Health and Wellness Center, Minneapolis YMCA, Augustana Services,
Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis and others to create a community resource center that will
provide an array of services to elderly residents, including medical, adult daycare, social and recreational
services. Primary funding: $10.5 million in ARRA funds and $3.8 million in New Market Tax Credits.

2. Develop a 48 unit Green Senior Housing Development near the proposed new Senior Center that

will partner with Hennepin County to provide housing and supportive services to frail, elderly, low-

income residents who have memory loss issues. This innovative memory care development will use

various energy efficiency methods and green technologies, including solar and geothermal. In addition,
the structure will be built with green materials and be designed to reduce the development’s carbon
footprint, all while providing specialized memory loss care. Primary Funding: $9.7 million in ARRA Dollars
and $5.1 million in leveraged funding, including $872,234 in MPHA funds.


http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/mayor
http://www.mphaonline.org/
http://www.mphaonline.org/heritage.cfm
http://www.cdfifund.gov/what_we_do/programs_id.asp?programID=5

3. Make significant “Green Initiative” energy improvements to reduce energy and water consumption

by replacing outdated systems at 733 MPHA properties. The improvements will enhance operational

efficiencies of building systems and result in significant savings that will add to the long term
preservation of housing resources, reduce the agency’s carbon footprint and save significant costs
related to energy use and consumption. This initiative will benefit not only MPHA and its residents but
also taxpayers. Primary Funding: $11.6 million in ARRA Dollars and $1.1 million in MPHA Central Office
funds.

“We are thrilled that Minneapolis continues to compete well for federal economic recovery funds,”

Mayor Rybak said. “This incredible investment into our community will not only make lives better for
many vulnerable seniors, it will also put people to work and help further develop Minneapolis’ fast-
growing green economy.”

“These grants not only contribute to the improvement of MPHA housing and services for residents, but
will also have a significant impact on the economic recovery of our community in the short run and the
long term viability of affordable housing and supportive services for generations to come,” said Cora
McCorvey, MPHA Executive Director.

President Obama signed the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) on February 17, 2009,

providing $787 billion to assist in our nation’s economic recovery and to create and preserve needed
jobs. Included in this Act were $4 billion for Housing and Urban Development Capital Funds to be
distributed to public housing agencies, of which $3 billion dollars have been disbursed according to the
HUD Capital Fund Formula. MPHA received $18.2 million earlier this year from these formula funds. An
additional $1 billion in appropriations was more recently awarded through a national competition,
including the $31.8 million described above.

ABOUT MPHA:

The Minneapolis Public Housing Authority (MPHA) owns and manages 5,875 public housing rental units
throughout the city including 41 high-rise apartment buildings, 753 scattered-site (single-family) homes
and 184 town home units in the Glendale community near the University of Minnesota. The agency
administers approximately 5,000 Section 8/HCV rental assistance vouchers, and operates two home
ownership programs for both public housing and Section 8 program residents. The federal government
rates MPHA's public housing and Section 8/HCV programs both as national “High Performers” for overall
operational performance. The nine-member board of commissioners is appointed by the mayor and city
council and the Executive Director is Cora McCorvey. For more information, please visit:
www.mphaonline.com
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http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/recovery/
http://www.recovery.gov/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.mphaonline.org/Docs/MPHA%20Recovery%20Act%20News%20Release%204-17-09.pdf
http://www.mphaonline.com/

